356	A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS
da Carpi, whose deeply religious little treatise adorned
with diagrams was published at Venice in 1500.
But the chief of the men of science of the Borgian Era
was Messer Giambattista della Porta of Naples. Born in
1445, dying in 1515, he was an exact contemporary of
Borgia. What he did not know of natural science, no other
man of his epoch knew. His house in Naples was a resort
of literary and scientific men of every nation. He estab-
lished public and private academies of science in all direc-
tions, the chief o£ which were Gli Ozioni of Naples and
one called II Secret! which met in his own house, and to
which no mage was admitted unless he had made some new
and notable discovery of natural phenomena. This was the
aca4emy whose name and air of mystery excited intense
ecclesiastical suspicion at Rome, which by hinting at
black magic procured the order to close the meetings of
the mages.
Messer Giambattista della Porta was a copious writer;
He gave to the world a treatise On Physiognomy, in which
he judges men's characters by comparing their faces to
those of certain beasts; and a diffuse and learned work on
cyphers, De Occultis Literium Notis. His great work,
however, was The Book of Natural .Magic. He says that he
began it in 1460, when he barely was of the age of fifteen
years;—these were the precocious times when Messer
Giovanni de Medici was a Lord Cardinal at thirteen and
Prince Gioffredo-Borgia of Squillace a married man and
captain of condottieri at fourteen;—and thirty-five years
later in 1495, by the help of that lusty young Maecenas
the Lord Cardinal Prince Ippolito d'Este, he published the
matured work from which the following recipes are taken.
Very few English people realize the doctrine of Sym-
pathy and Antipathy; or admit that Attraction and Re-
pulsion are Primary Forces. "I do not love thee, Doctor
Fell, the reason why I cannot tell/' says the Englishman,
and worries to find that reason instead of recognising the

